o
M b

co b e T
HAMILTON QFFICE ¢ ‘gi‘fit OV1AWA OFFIE
1217 Man S1 T - f m_@ fin 370 WA
Hannlion, Om 'S P 0 2 House ol Commons
LGBK 1AZ Ottawa, i
Tri (416} 547, 1040 HOUSE OF COMMNNG K1A OAB
CHAMBNE VES COMMUNES Ted {G13) 9952772

CANADA

SHEILA COPPS, M.P.
HAMILTON EAST

May 17, 1989

M 1

The Honourable Perrin Beatty

Minister of National Health and Welfare
Room 312

West Block

House of Commons

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A 0OAb

Dear Mr. Beatty:

I am writing vou regarding the countless number of Canadians
who suffer from environmental sensitivities.

In recent years, Canadians have grown inecreasingly concerned
about the state of our environment and the affect man-made
substances and products are having on the animals and vegetation
of our planet. Scientific research has gshown that some members
of a plant or animal species often react sooner than other
members to pollutants in their environment. TIf the human race is
similar in terms of how it reacts to.pollutants, environmentally
sensitive Canadians are likely the first to suffer the physical
and psychological side effects of some man-made substances and
products.

Canadians for the most part do not understand what
environmental sensitivities are. This lack of even a basic
understanding of the illnesses has only added to the suffering of
its victims,

As minister of health, you have a responsibility to help
educate Canadians about illnesses like environmental
sensitivities and to also assist those persons who suffer from
sengitivities. I believe it is imperative that you act now to
stimulate public discussion and understanding of environmental
sensitivities, assist Canadians who have suffered as a result of

Liberal Party Spokesperson
. fnr
Enviranment




public misconceptions and ensure that sufferers of environmental
sensitivities have not and, in future, will not be misdiagnosed
with the result being the placing of sufferers in institutions
for the mentally disabled, -

There are countless Canadians who are suffering as a result
of pollutants and man-made substances in our environment and you,
as ministerxr of health, ‘have a responsibility to help. By taking
the very specific steps outlined in the preceeding paragraph, you
can be part of the solution, not part of the problem.

I look forward to hearing from you regarding this important
matter,

Yours sincerely,
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Sheila Copps



